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MARYLAND TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 

 
The following meeting occurred on Tuesday, May 16, 2017, commencing at 1:06 p.m. at the 
Maryland Transit Administration, 6 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21201. 
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ATTENDEES: 
 
Ally Amerson     CAC Member  
Father Michael Bishop   Attendee 
Benjamin Groff    CAC Member 
Edward K. Cohen     Attendee 
Thomas Curtis     Attendee 
Liam Davis     CAC Chair 
John Sills     CAC Member      
Jill Kesler     CAC Member 
Linda Greene      CAC Member 
Marlene Hendler    Attendee 
Tarah Ranke     CAC Member 
Susan Sperry     CAC Member 
Nancy Huggins    CAC Co-Chair 
Diedre Ferron     CAC Member 
Ron Skotz     CAC Member 
Roderick Jenifer    CAC Member 
“Fremont” Bernard Sturtevant   CAC Member 
Jed Weeks     CAC Member 
Judy Bellamy      CAC Facilitator 
Aaron Campbell     CACAT Co-Facilitator 
Joan Ward      RCI Meeting Support 
 
Absent:  

John Mack     CAC Secretary 
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AGENDA 
 

I. Meeting Called to Order 

II. Welcome and Introductions 

III. CAC Elections 

IV. Legislative Update 

Sarah Peters, Office of Government Affairs 

V. Committee Updates 

• Mobility 

• Legislative Affairs and Customer Service 

• Infrastructure and Planning 

• Title VI and Safety 

VI. Old Business 

New Business 

VII. Meeting Adjourns 
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PROCEEDINGS 
 

The meeting was called to order at 1:06 p.m.  
 
Nancy Huggins welcomed everyone and thanked the new members for “Taking the call” to 
participate on the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC). Everyone introduced themselves. She 
announced the CAC nominees for election for Chair (Liam Davis, Tarah Ranke), Vice-Chair 
(Susan Sperry, Tarah Ranke, and Nancy Huggins) and Secretary (John Mack and Tarah Rank) 
and distributed ballots. 
 
CAC Elections: 
 
Each of the nominees discussed what they would bring to the positions, including their strong 
interest and extensive backgrounds, previous experience on the CAC, and/or personal use of 
the State transit system. The members voted to elect Liam Davis to the Chair position, Nancy 
Huggins to the Co-Chair position and John Mack to the Secretary position. Nancy Huggins 
assured all those interested members that there are leadership positions available on the CAC 
standing subcommittees and appreciates their willingness to participate. 
 
Legislative Update:  
 
Sarah Peters from the Office of Governmental Affairs discussed the 2017 legislative session: 
 
HB1010 - MTA Board Oversight Bill – The Governor vetoed the bill in 2016, but it could have 
been over-ridden this session. Since it was never brought up, the bill died. 
 
HB0891 – Fare Box Recovery – Repeal - Successfully repealed the requirement that 35% of 
operating costs be recovered by rider fares. The argument against it was that it negatively 
impacted decision-making and support for transit projects. 
 
SB1149 – Transit Services for Public School Students – MTA tasked to provide free ridership for 
Baltimore middle and high school students from 2019 to 2021. 
 
Sarah said, “It was a pretty smooth General Session and her office is already looking for ideas 
for the next Session.” She asked the CAC for their feedback.  
 
Discussion followed about the need to have dedicated funding mechanism for transit, since the 
Transportation Trust Fund, as currently structured, is funded with a gas tax, and sets up 
competition between the rural / metropolitan areas. The rural areas want more highways and 
the metropolitan areas want more transit. Edward Cohen said the Transportation Trust Fund is 
shrinking due to the reduction in electric and gas prices – and dedicated funding for transit is 
necessary. Ron Skotz said, “That when the gas tax to fund transportation was created, cars 
were getting 8-10 miles per gallon (MPG).”  Now they are getting 25-30 MPG, and he is very 
concerned for the whole State 
 
Subcommittee Organization and Updates 
 
Huggins provided a list of the 4 subcommittees/members and asked everyone to review and 
consider leadership positions. 
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Discussion followed on changing the names of subcommittees to more accurately reflect what 
they are doing, and combining the standing subcommittees of CAC and Citizens Advisory 
Council on Accessible Transportation (CACAT) to include a chair from one Committee and vice-
chair from the other Committee. Fremont Sturtevant suggested that those who are already on 
subcommittees think about how you may want to serve and please let Judy Bellamy know. 
 
Mobility – Cohen and Davis said, “They are focusing on getting the ADA language right in the 
compliance plan, required for federal government.”  Title VI requires that local government is 
making sure that the system is as equitable as possible, and riders are informed. Huggins said 
BaltimoreLink is a perfect example- getting out and doing as many public hearings and 
meetings as possible. Cohen encouraged everyone to attend one of the MTA outreach 
meetings, being held from April 24, 2017 to June 12, 2017 on the MTA Bus Route changes, to 
start on June 18, 2017. 
 
Infrastructure Planning and Operations – all members review Infrastructure Plan on-line. It was 
already passed by CAC, but new members should review it and it should be included on next 
agenda for discussion. 
 
Legislative Affairs and Customer Service – Skotz suggested that this subcommittee be 
separated due to volume and scope of focus. Customer Service could be included in the Title VI 
and Safety subcommittee or make Customer Service a standing subcommittee on its own, 
similar to the special standing committee on BaltimoreLink. Revisions would have to go to 
Administrator’s Office for approval. Huggins made a motion to move forward on that, Ally 
Amerson seconded it and the CAC members approved. Judy will follow up on that. 
 
Old Business 
 
Cohen discussed status of Annapolis’ Title VI program. 
 
New Business 
 
Bellamy noted the field trip to be held in August for the CAC members.  
 
Meeting Minutes Approval 
 
Since John Mack was unable to attend, Huggins deferred meeting minutes approval to the next 
meeting. 
 
 
The next meeting will be on June 20th at 1 p.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:13 p.m. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


